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Maharashtra Mandal Chicago Inc.
(Year of Establishment: 1969)

The first Maharashtra Mandal in United ﬂﬁa ILGE gru_ﬁwm AT
States of America, serving the community faear aET

as non-profit organization THR Foolf
Website:

_ AU 30T Hehold HEIZ:
https://www.mahamandalchicago.org

9T 3r2ofiey
Email Address for correspondence: Hedr dc
president@mahamandalchicago.org
karyakarini@mahamandalchicago.org
e

IERTSE Hee BT (MMC) S5 Plal S
It is the first Maharashtra Mandal in tes of America, serving local
community as a non-profit organiz 9. It is the proud founder of (BMM)
Bruhan Maharashtra Mandal, Nort merica )://www.bmmonline.orq)

It is also initiator of BMM Newsletter — BMM Vrtj/tta (https://bmmonline.org/vrutta-

archive)

e / Holh TafauamTe! Hueh: rachana@mahamandalchicago.org

I / ASIPR TS AUTrETST aT:
e fofed IR1T i (34T TS - Mangal) 30T {THR Lo ST,
foETud HH® IR d AR3Id fo8dd (3l .34 3.)
3R 3Ty WYl 19 G .
SURSURSS Irrqaﬂwaé feba T Sl el forg wraard,
WI%RI RS SHS IIdd Ursdrd.
SHO UIeddr Ifiedd 3icare W=UTd Uraul,
Oed UG BIe] Ursdral.
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CHICAGO

Namaste everyone!

This year, in association with several Indian organizations of the Midwest, Maharashtra Mandal
Chicago (MMC) proudly started the initiative to unite the Indian diaspora in general in the form of
installing the statue of Shree Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj.

There are happy moments, there are grand occasions, and then, there are historical events. The
moments and occasions we all are often blessed with, but to be a part of an auspicious historical
moment is a rarity and we are on the cusp of being a part of it: the consecration of the statue of Shree
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj!

Shree Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj was coronated on Jyeshtha Shuddha Trayodashi, 6th June 1674.
This year, 2023, marks the commencement of the 350th year of the establishment of ‘Hindavi
Swarajya’. The significance of this event is unparalleled, as it deeply resonates with the Indian
community and future generations. June 6th, 167 is day marked a history to be remembered for
at least a thousand years if not forever. Probably for t e first time after Chandragupta Maurya, a man
with no royal family background was coronﬂs a Chhatrapati. For the first time in previous 150
years, a truly native ruler backed by the truly nativ rieo%le had risen up to be the King. He also
started a calendar named “Shivshak”. ShivﬂMzﬂfe aj became Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj with titles
such as “GoBrahmanPratiPalak”, “PraudhPra apPuﬂandaFa”, “Kshatriyakulavatans”, “Maharajadhiraj”,
“Yogiraj”, “Gajapati”, “Ashwapati”. Remember, he was not born a King, neither seized any throne by
killing his own brothers, he became King because his people believed in him, fought for him and died

for him.

FeTen TeTiRs, 9gd SN SRS,

T ST 4T RaTol HERTS ST Jafear H1d SRice RIM 36 318, Yo fUd e <l a1 ST IS
ST jcd TTd B1d, 312N Heddhed Il JaHT 3.

T auf fggd! TR R, 3rifda Saucdt it FRiaTe AeRS= et e e 34o 3 a9 & 3T 3Te.
T Y TR S T, et RIeR-RId Sffrasaadie sifgd s doyg Tl wmor erdt, g at fih
S5 3MTg) AT AR HERTY Hew R YereRM dyuf firgdwe uRwRTdIe 9d YR S 4ged fagmm™
TSI g fead, AT a1 ol RITI- UgTRIS A SR d G0 R JHTSTAT T8I SRl
3UMR 3{Tg, B IO e
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On October 28, 2023, we celebrated the Statue Unveiling Ceremony of Chhatrapati Shree Shivaji
Maharaj.

I am looking forward to the Statue Installation ceremony in 2024.

I am very thankful to all the below organizations partnering this auspicious motion of bringing all
Indian Diaspora together.

Maharashtra Mandal Chicago (MMC),

Vishwa Hindu Parishad of America (VHPA)

Shivaji Maharaj Antarrashtriya Parivaar (SMAP)
Gayatri Gyan Mandir

Asian American Store Owners Association (AASOA)
Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh USA (HSS)

Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation of USA

Sewa International
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TUIeHIg
THHR Ao,

T UM ST FRIaretl =1 ART Hifgd Taal HRad a7 SHTd favesTd. § IR Weg ardd fdhdl SwRd aXl SIHHMAM 3
= Il WYUT IRRT T YdS Srordl HId a1 NI, TR FRrarsl AgRISi 3R 8 397 safaayd, Sfor @it ad
SFA-HIEIEHIR Sff $Me=] Sa e 31 3uo+ YR S Tel. SfT TufTd HER1Y Hes fRIemirear 2033 =1
PHIABINUI, 3T TRIERIER SiegT RIgRIATYR FRrarsh ARSI Yo Tl Tial THEIR, RIGHd auar! 3xad
YT PP ST T G T LR 37l

&rrfﬁrmTHT 3T YH TS, SiegT Uoh W VRV dlerd! 33a &rrfﬁr«ud UTG e Icd ATATaR JUquard 3T,
dogT A Sfo[Td Hidl HRRY &I1ad 33ad. &l =i A3t A saeeR] foereagd UG SYUiex 1 da 3 a1

SRR TATIRE SR,
TRraTSTt HERTS! SMT&ad $I AT 0TI eure =l ‘S anfl a1 Rad e Wi @] Tededraxisl Xgad Tal.

"SI HETHRS| I8 Sy 3RS
3Rgs fRydan FufRe| diva anfg|

g gl AeRSiage ¥d HUT qU 6H el dig!, e HIadd o I SRRRGdegad 4. Thal HH
BTl Baet 1 o A1 ANTH dei 1aed ST d BIsudd W ST ATel. HIaH ST TR 1 S
YT IS SRARAT, T Al THHT D11 3 a1 ST 3fSault Hrequi 3. Uh e thdd Wd:d fgd urguariast,
a1 U U3 e S1udTd Hd gdidd fad oifg § o H1eR foeadra.

1 W ¥R d RIeR™iagd o, Hiadr, sdifed IaR 3=f Yerdd aRre!, fEat Snfor Sferr s dF ursiae
3R, faRdd 7 gere AR g Rrarreaiiine: a1 @ Jurh Ul udiam a1 R0 d JAIfdy exvar Wiy
ST AT SfTe. WIS auiydiedt a1 He@yul UfgiRie ge-tar ¥quf GeHued it IeRTgH qraad 3iTe.
W,WEWW\?{I%. %ﬁ&?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ@ﬂ ‘Conversations of The Dead’ﬂ%ﬂawgﬁﬁﬂ@m@ﬂ
I TRIST SATG 'GuaTed il HaTG’ 4Gl He i1 dierdT bl 3Tg. FRIaTsi RIS 3T QARG AT
fafqy &ard Y BifddRS Bid, d AYd TNTTa T AT TQUIgH Sarad 3. fRrarsil HeRTST=AT Sitardid
TEIYU e 3NfoT @t i Aiselt eng, Y. W iR, fRrart HeRSi staHTdid Hewayl Reaiega fafed
FaldTa! B IR 3HTed & Gud Yax said AiSd 3.
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BT ToRTON FRrarelt HERTSTeT T ST Tl T4 aradbi-T Sdsd, =i gl @ET oife. dud a1 @™
STiIagerd T U SHGIAT Tadh! doddl.

HERTY HEes RGN, 2033, SUTHE
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CHICAGO

Vote of Thanks

Namaste everyone,

It has been an absolute honor for all of us, to be a part of this Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj's 350th
anniversary of his coronation (henceforth addressed as CSM350) team. It is with immense gratitude
that we extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who has made this day successful.

Everything begins with an Idea! Thank you so much to our very own Chetan Rege for this dream and
developing this concept to reality!

A special thank you to Anuradha & Sachin Mhapankar of Shilpayan Mumbai for making such a
majestic statue!

Dear Shipping and Logistics team - Shweta Harankhedkar, Chetan Rege, Prasad Athanikar, Rajesh
Hatkar and Avadhoot Date, YOU got the statue here and thank you.

The exquisite Design & Drawings of the Monument inspired by Raigad fort, Varsha and Rahul Visal,
your creative vision is simply amazing!

» -
Our heartfelt thank you to all the donors and s Mor their generous donations towards this
project. Your support is invaluable. f

and provided an abode for the Chhatrapati ivé‘JT aha kaj Statue. Special thanks to Amitabh Mittal

Our sincere gratitude to Vishwa Hindu Pariﬁdp{ merica (VHPA) who collaborated for this event
for helping us with facilitating and planning this event.

We extend our gratitude to Gayatri Gyan Mandir and Harendra Mangrola, Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh
USA, Chicago Kali Bari Mandir (CKB) and Dr. Ram Chakraborty, Shivaji Maharaj Aantarrashtriya
Parivaar (SMAP), Asian American Store Owners Association (AASOA), Maharana Association of North
America, and Ekal Vidyalaya, who have been instrumental in this journey.

For media coverage and outreach, we appreciate Vandana Jingan for TV Asia coverage, Aparna &
Nagesh Rai of A3N media, and Prachi Jaitley.

A big round of applause for our food sponsors. Neatly boxed lunches were provided by Kiran &
Tejaswini Chavan of Imperial Kitchen, Plainfield, while kid’s pizza was provided by Sangeeta & Rajesh
Hatkar.

The Morning Beverages were sponsored by Shrenik Ranadive of Turmerica, Schaumburg, while Shruti
& Sujit Kulkarni provided snacks.

Now it’s time to thank our dear dear MMC volunteers who have worked tirelessly to make the day
happen.

Riargomeficaz 9
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Decoration team: Deepa Kamath, Kashmira Magar, Varsha Visal, Vinod Parhad, Prasad Khare and
team. Fundraising Team: Madhavdada Gogawale, Ranjeet Saudagar, Urmila Date, Sujit Kulkarni,
Chetan Rege, Rajesh Hatkar, Vishal Navalkar, Prasad Athanikar, Shridhar Damle, Vrinda Pandav for
bringing substantial funds for CSM 350.

Sameer Kulkarni for scribing invitation letters and messages.

MMC food team: Pradnya Joglekar, Shipra Athanikar and Team.

MMC youth team: Sheetal Deshpande, Vrushali Khekale-Kulkarni and of course, the kids.
Ambhi Saare Gavayye team led by Nilesh Joshi.

MMC Dhol tasha pathak: Prisha, Shree, Ashwini Deshmukh, Samar Deshmukh, Ashwini Kunte, Yogita
Landge, Aadiraj Kulkarni, Chaitanya Agashe, Soham Agashe, Shlok Agashe, Aparna Khaladkar.

Shalaka Palkar-Rege and Yogesh Kinikar for the beautiful flyers and banners.

MMC's CSM350 Smarnika Team: Ratnangi Malpekar, Shipra Athanikar, Shraddha Bhat, Vedashree
Naik, Sameer Kulkarni, Sujata Mahajan, Vidya Nahar, Wmlra Magar, Chetan Rege, Prasad Athanikar.

Sound Team: Manoj Joshi, Prajakta Joshi, Nikhi

Krushna Sulakhe guruiji for Palakhi. -

Ulka Nagarkar and Shridhar Damle for out hg[ ndla r the fund raisings and to get support from
the Government of Maharashtra.

~

Photography by Sonal and Chaitanya Agashe.

Can't end the program without thanking our strong CSM 350 advisory team members. Dr. Shamkant
Sheth, Shridhar Damleji, Ulka Nagarkar, Chetan Rege, Prasad Athanikar, Jayant Ogale, Shweta
Harankhedkar, Rahul Visal, Varsha Visal, and Sujit Kulkarni.

To all the volunteers whose names might have been missed - please know that each and every one of
you has played a significant role. Your dedication and commitment are deeply valued and
appreciated. And, very very important, you all came. We are grateful for each and every one of you
for being here today.

Shweta Harankhedkar

Riaroiefieaz 10
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$9 E %’9 . Maharashtra Mandal Chicago & Vishwa Hindu Parishad of America [
) In Association With indian Organizations of Midwest

CHICAGO

Day & Date: Saturday 28" October 2023,
Time: 9am — 12 pm CDT
Venue: VHPA National Office: 200 New Bond Street, Sugar Grove, IL 60554

y
P
iy

(-h

*
>
Je3l




“\._ CHICAGO

o i

el, IR R GTS GHBIGH BRIGUATHYA T BHTa! STRBI0 M STy 1 RGNS off Dla! UISITHR
Tt ed il SMUAER HisTd! UM g1 S|=yud did 3e. 1 3[Id AU RIgs=udid RigrH it ue
YT Sl Ui B, i ATTE0 BT [Gg 390 318 & STV YUIR 3MEId. ATAYHT Riagaudi=a [aR
T TG T el T S/RIAED A1 RIGRAEES HI0d Se0W B 3Med o oW UIgUIR 3MEId. I sRIeR 3.9.
Q&R TTO! ST TSI UTSTd 6T 1T fhewT Guai= dreard 1o, dde! a1 RigRAR &1 310? A0
GEe ISt Hifgd! YR 3.

TUY 31Y0T T RigRATIE S GHBTOH JHTTOT RigRH i+l Udél fgd gid 3121 Sldbi- boedl Aid! UTg.
oz el Wbl AEle gl

SUSIHT Riare HeRISIEd IO Jie 980 doo UAAdeR "English Factory Records" a7 R =l

FUH URIG I 3Med, A TeRIS= RigRHg o AISIBR difed! Hed. SISTiar gUISIT ARIIUT 20rdT

M ¥ TS 280y ST sl SWC! TGRSl [Gleol TR HERTeT = RIgATTE® Yol Jeod Ad! :-
-

"Sevajee is making a throne very magnificent, or -  spends much gould and Jewells, intending
to be crowned in June ...."

bt
"RTaTSll ST S A IS i1 JuTeAl qaRId Siig ST ATep Rl df 9841 U Y foa RigRH aaR &
dd 3Te. a1 RigHIBRar af S=are JHIund Hi+ 101 Id aoRd 3le."

U1 Y4 TS 28y sl JRAgA HIISHAoT Urfdoed TATd 36l Yald g HRdld.

"Sevagee is making a costly throne and intends to be crowned king in June next"

wiﬂn%ﬁaﬁm&m "Jete S Hig=aTd 81 UTdo e IsaTNeGrTS! Rarst el U Hiega™ RigRH dar
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‘ "!‘n AN o -y
g\?‘;"“ g g
u\. s AN
-\\vi; -3 u n & Y WM
\\\ W \y.\\\\ \\ ? {t\ Ay SR 3

ALY
Eoey S o 80 e \g R 49 “}'@u“ e
\ix

0’\}“‘ &\;)u‘;
v}
& ) 3

?
AVIARNG LD ANREN LS DB AT

1 Rl Alg ARSI AN Heodldl g8 , uﬁrﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁ&mﬁmm
<t Ireanft e feazii, e & S 8Ly Tl ‘
WW:-

"About 7 or 8 of the clock, went to Court a |
the nobles waiting on him [in] very rich attire, his son Sambhaji Rajah, Peshwa Moro Pundit and a
Brahmin of great eminence seated on an ascent under the throne, the rest, as well officers of the
army as others, standing with great respect. | made my obeisance at a distance and Narayan Shenavi
held up the diamond ring, which was to be presented him. He presently took notice of us and
enordered our coming nearer, even to the foot of the throne, where being vested, we were desired to
retire, which we did, but not so soon but that | took notice on each side of the throne there being
(according to the Moor’s manner) on heads of gilded lances many emblems of Government and
dominion, as on the right hand were two great fishes heads of gold with very large teeth, on the left

hand several horses’ tails, a pair of gold scales on a very rich lance head poised equally, an emblem of
justice....."

Riaroiefieaz 14
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el ARTST T 3T -
o

"o df ¢ ITSTUgTH GHRTH &W@Wﬂﬁ&m REICIRNEIR Qav‘rllﬁtrﬁw REREEMENER SRR
ST RiTETEETS iR S93 2. I qI| e I AlGaT Siqeia 3N BId. Hl ge-Td IeiTeT 74
I R TSI T SHTHATDS T HTOT BToT g &F@Wﬁmwﬁﬁ% IBEEISEE
Ui redTar TS S&iTd 31 &1 RIS Gial SIsi], HUoiel UsalUaIol, STl HiedidR BTl Jeifa
BAGO! 3MTad. mn@mm@mﬁ@ﬁ&m%ﬁmmnﬁﬁ%@?ﬁ ST ST
e 3 e T TR Ui 3o arie e Ul Hiedds HIedTdaR J1ae e gid...."

Rrasaudi= Rigrm § ufgd onfdr srava ycaereaif aui s,
1 AR Riasaudi=n 7@ o ol saiiae Rigrrissd st auH Jara, @t Sirar smoor uig

AHRIG TR

B SR RIaQH I6RM TeRISHET Uh URMDH 1T BRI OIS Sd GHURGE T ISR HERTSIT SHIRiaRe+
Q&R0 TT! fSioh Y fofgd!. HwImell 3Hd UG RIdTs HERTSI=AT Sl IR WRISAT Hdd gidl, TS dH &
g uer grfgd U el A Rdl Ad al. YHRIGH RigRAEES hoo! g Jelo YA -

"¢ a6 B4 WU aed JaulTd sy AU Rig axfao. Tavd sifod fSae! Sizid gt amded iy de

81 UdeTd Alcdh I GHNHE Bl W I YA RigR §ciiy HUI Sl Iod 3T 35,
v s@r

Riaroiefieaz 15
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IR Rigszudi=n Rigmrdsda Seora oo st Al Adl. 81 ReR AegRIHRTG 1oy gi-t uahiforgre
AP YRANIO] TUMoTd Ragaudi=an FeAraR GHR 2¥o o uo aui-i f[Gfd! 38, Aies of fade i
fozae- g Ao Sd AT6L. a1 S RigRFEEd quiH YelouH Tl 3118 -

"RIgRA-TY 1. a8 kg ac, ge-Sigaret HRd! 92t T A gavided, fdde Aes Jautad BHo.
THIU 3112 Y . Tofast 3 U dies quuil, @rofalk AreiRit, areiadt araieh, arsiad) Righh, amsrast
Tl U2f U STofy 311 TyHT S<iN o Tg s e diga A Rigra U9 1gumd, 0¥ Rig o g,
AR A g1, AeaR Hlol auliie 5o OIeTd. JeaR. ATsaH g1 dTelar] S1ai - Ao 9g
Uzl 9TgH, S1E0! SRI avd 916 SUSH WU 318, dd, AN THIE S N &4, dielaR. Hed, idl gaved

AP HITS TR

Bl TR ASTAHR HIGS TR GURTT [HBTE! 30T <t 3.9. ¢4y el fhar | S fofed! et saat
UTfeol. 1 SR 3¢ RIgRFEESd JUH Yeld JHTol -

"R TR GavlTdl SxiNT UMY STSTaTd 9 S Hicll B o8l gl aRIel e d Sisd Y @i Ssiard  gaul
H3 1S 9 Jaul HHS d YUl U g disdrd B SIS BRIdS... "

Riaeudien RiTRAR 72 1 310 2 "1 ~

?’a"rmi%w.amzacwﬁﬁwﬁwm Wl@w\—shtr@am Wmﬁmﬁﬁ"mm
UTg.

TSN UTrETaHR RIgRHATE &1 e 2 g0 HIUdle] THBI0 BRIST 1 dl Juo JIY-Td difgdl [esd sl

=271, . Taexdr giFt U RISl Siidddb T a1 7 Feieft ga%mi%ﬁ’rﬁvﬁe-n%
"%WWW.WWWH Fe FOO! AR TG I HRIE I IC2TETYe
T P,

1 fauTTeT 201, 4. saewex gl AR13T Rarid Ay TRRYG! IGRME a1 T deH oT ofe.
farIaeR fofgdrd -

"RraTei RigRIA Bl 30T g3aTd SMo®! U 9 bal HS3IaT HOT AT URAR M sRIER 43,9 HRIE JY

&M T ST [IUHIGT RAIA®HR HIUTG! A ¢ ATeId, S il ¢ fAET B0 exauaoira SR
¥ 8 HooTeT Anf g |

1 A BTe! G AradH Hol Afavdt U iz [Aeem Hig raeat. af 1o+ T I aRie T
feogpam a1 [asae! SR, g1 HH e SiRTSiaTea S=uTd YaeT gIdT 10T oY 3T UeHT USedT JdTd HIaTda]
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"Itigad khan captured the fort of Rairi, seized Shahu, the son of Sambha and the wives of Sambha and

Rama, and was glorified with the title of Zulfigar khan bahadur and the gift of the mahi maratib (fish
emblem) which he had taken away from Sambha."

T FRIST AT e S HHTO -

gﬁwm@ﬁuﬁmﬁmww HYI(SH) o1 ST 2AMG , FHI(SH) =41 9 IHT RISTRE HRIS ) AT

TG BE HS . AEES PehHR W TBIGR 31N UGA! a1 ITal THM HRUAT ST 0T A HHI(GH) B
RSP ST I IR (e R o7 e U 20aTd 1. a1 f3ep1oft ot AT ) oef ok Saeyd el
Al ST AT SIS 9 Siwddll. g5l SHifRTs - -THe HeTaT! T AT HSSTAT det RigriTeiacs St
RAEe TIfed!, e HIeIaR Sraoe! & Hed far gicl. o Fai1 wur s, Furel

(U YT AHTSTAEH ) Y IDRT fGHBIGH UGS Higl TR (A farg) & citar (Ul ool
SHifRTe- Riaml TR ISAMHYSHTT 3! Ulfgoo! ) 3die 12 T g1 (ofa aradiax Soadr [[mg!

RN B0 A g, 3 ISforgites! U Srid. Judids 2N e Suare Ugd gid. 4 URIarsd HeTesi
R T Juo SeRIRihg 3% ATg! AR Helo gid. § Tal FRIAE 080 A0 38 JY Tl UGHId GRIquard
TS B, TT2T a4t Gavd FoHUIT (Sanket Kulkarni) T TST I1 ATe! FRIATEE Hie! UGS H&H fao. d AT
WIS Shed e . Hl i 21azn: SMYRT 31T, &1 § Hig! IRIGIS dlce) JY 3HTed.
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%) English Factory Records on Shivaji

) YN dWR

3) feuig SR

¥) RASTAH YIS T/

W) Tarikh-i- Dilkusha, Bhimsen Saxena, English translation edited by V.G.Khobrekar
&) WR131 Rard, ¥s -3

9) TS Sia-Th T, 2. fd. Saeewh

¢) & 3T Rraggaudt, U1 Age

fo -

Q) RraTslt ARSI IaTHYS

R) TgTeS i T Tu@ d1e21e] Hg- [Haoe ARl IRIAE U el fog (Gerd - o Ihd ohol, de)
3) ol sifRrsTear sTadlae & S L&y =1 feazia ges uF (e - off Tbd owull, $87)
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YT &7 JIv Riarfl
3T T SaTeT fegear fovan for= wag S,
YR 7 UaT fd St geTdR, TH o7 IGHT FRramsh |[¢||
gt J IRIHH Td gHAR!
T &1 T T ST 3R S, ORd ¥ ARA Bt v T,
1 o1 39 61 Rrami ||| HBAGH  Wls ST 3T g1 Fiear At
S B¢ A 39 Al &1 Uc IR SIAT o,
IEEIEIEEAR RIS 19 T GBI Rrars ||}
1 BT 7RG YT 78!
foar 3 f59 & 218N, 3o A forar e,
19 YT 39T Rraws |3 iR 1t e oo I o= 9hd!
iaft &1 S § oM gHe IarT o,
e 39 H 91 9o oot €, Y 471 IYDT Rrarsi! ||2o|
TIY9 T g1 a1 ST FgH &1 B,

39 & U SRETE B b (&0 JHY B oii?
19 T 39T Rrawi ||3)|

o 99 e St &1 R,
U TrdT fged! RIS &l €33!
fSra= 3= =1 o, =71 TeT o,
ATH YT 39T Rrare [1¥]|

fa® o o1 Yar ot GODR,
B1Y T OO YA B doaR!
fSraet Hifd T gza- w1ar S,
A YT 3G FRamsit |||

TReOT g5 3 oI WA,

oS St oy 3=l @l dfead!

T &7 91ed <1 Je@d! U1 39 gaT S,
A YT 3G Rram |||

YR Aae] 9 YS9 R SRR 9,
TS TR STl Uy HisTel Afgd Tg!

- SIS S5 3T AT,

« [ & Ut Y T for ot aTo,
2RI & S &I oI g fobar o,
WWWWII??II

Ay

S foT e &1 2M1e B8 dRAdT ura dre,

19 T IGHhT Rrarsit |||
AR fe A &1 3%

R i, w@rﬁrg@fw 3R Grodmae!

%% I B IRE Se- dTo! 121d STHEl

mw$ﬁmwe—nﬁa
TYH TTHTYT TRTST AT T ehT T1RT S,
T U7 3GHT Rrars ||23)|

HRd & Woadl I 4, Slpar faos 3R A8

TSttt A A o/ Y I 1 BIgT off, AT AT
e caREICICTRRE]
= &
=i
NS
‘».

3fa fieig smafear
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Legacy of Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. A name that struck fear into the hearts of the tyrants and hope
into the hearts of the Maharashtrian people. A name that continues to inspire people all over. A
name that has become synonymous with leader, warrior, revolutionary. All over the world, Marathi
children have grown up hearing and being inspired by this famed soldier. The exploits of Shivaji Raje
Bhosle prove that anything can be done with enough effort, including the overthrow of one of the
most powerful forces of the time and the establishment of a place never before thought possible,
where all people could live without fear and persecution. A place where everyone, regardless of
religion could live together safely and be equal. Not only that, Shivaji was a man who broke
established boundaries to follow his beliefs. The never-before-heard act of releasing the captured
daughter-in-law of the ruler of Kalyan instead of keeping her as a servant or wife proves his high
moral character and respect for women. The daring deeds and righteous character of Shivaji proves
the power of a revolutionary’s dream and the might of the Marathas, and will continue to inspire

generations of Marathi children across the world.

sy

| first learned about Chhatrapati Sh%/lahara] when | was about nine, when my parents
started watching the TV show Chhatrapati S.a:m?hfj»if While at first, | didn’t know who this historical
figure was, this experience opened my mind to'future learning regarding Shivaji Maharaj. A few
years ago, | watched the movie Pawankhind. Again, I was struck by the might of Shivaji. Another
thing that impressed itself upon me was the fact that Shivaji Raje was a ruler who cared for all his
subjects, even his individual soldiers, a thing rarely seen in historical leaders. More recently, just this
past summer, | had the privilege of reading the English version of Shriman Yogi, a biography of the
life of Shivaji. Reading it, | learned much about Shivaji’s childhood, his exploits, and even his family
life. Throughout all his defeats and successes, | saw how Shivaji remained steadfast and true to his
morals and his dreams. The more | learn about Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, the more | learn to
respect and admire this pinnacle of righteousness.

If his story of defeating the odds to unite India and preserve honor has touched me, a child
born and raised halfway across the world, | can only imagine the impact it has on children living in
India. Children who may, every day, walk in front of the very forts that he fought to keep. Children
who are experiencing the direct result of his daring deeds simply by living in their country. Children

who learn about this great historical figure in school. How much of an impact does one have if one’s
actions have touched a fourteen-year-old girl living halfway across the planet who, at school, is
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taught to revere completely different historical figures? How much must one have done in order to
have their statue unveiled in a state far, far away, in a place where children of Indian origin are
taught to idolize American heroes? What does one have to do to even touch a region, let alone a
country, let alone two? Such is the impact of one Shivaji Raje. And |, for one, am eternally grateful.

Leader. Warrior. Revolutionary. Even to this day, the name Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj is
associated with the might of the Marathas and the accomplishments of the same. From children in
India who have grown up learning about his daring exploits to Marathi children born and raised in
the US who still know his name, Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj is a name that has and will go down in
history as the first king of the Maratha Empire. Raised by his mother in a devastated country, Shivaji
grew up hungering for change, for a country Hindus could call their own. Even though he had to
make hard sacrifices and lost many people along the way, Shivaji Raje never lost sight of his dream:
a Hindu Swaraj. His story of perseverance and conquering the odds is one that many, regardless of
whether they have been raised in India or in the United States, will remember and be inspired by for
generations to come. .
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An Ode to the Rajyabhishek

6t June 1674.

You had journeyed your way to the fort of Raigad, and on this day, you wake up at the break of
dawn and get ready in haste. Trayodashi of the first fortnight of the month of Jyeshtha in the year
1596 of Shalivahan Shak. You make your way to the main durbar and notice thousands of people
gathering on your way there. Men and women across all ages. Many of them are native to the land,
taking notice of some well-known people - the Peshwa Moropant Pingle, the architect Hiroji
Indulkar, many Maratha generals, leaders, and most notably the facilitator of this event, Pandit
Gaga Bhatt. There are many who had come from all parts of the world, too, taking notice of Mr.
Henry Oxinden of the English East India Company, amongst others. Everyone has hope, excitement,
and happiness written across their faces. You look arplind and notice the most ornate decorations
you have ever seen. Rangolis, diyas, draperies, f!qw paintings, and the massive amount of gold,
all of them painting the Marathi beauty in i urest form. You hear the loud drums of dhol and
music across the halls. You notice the prof |onaIIy de5|gned carpet in the middle of the durbar. As
your gaze follows the length of this carpelg:ugeq/es faﬁl and lock onto what is possibly the most
fantastic structure present in the entire roem — an intricately designed throne made of pure gold.
The throne weighs 32 mhann in its physical state, but you know it is much heavier than that. You
feel the weight of over 400 years of history being irradiated through that throne. The hopes of a
million men, women, and children alike, and a dream. A Marathmole dream. As your gaze on that
throne grows stronger, the dhol and the music and the happy voices of the 11,000 people silence
around you. And in their stead, you begin hearing the voices coming out of this throne. The throne
starts speaking to you of its tales and its history, and the struggles and sacrifices of the thousands
behind it.

You first notice the voices of painful screams, about 400 years old. Screams first heard when the
Khilji had descended to these very lands you were standing upon. The screams and agonizing cries
of a million lives as the land, once pure and peaceful, burned at the hands of the barbarian. The
screams that continued through the centuries, shifting their causes through the Bahmanis and
Tughlags and Mughals and Nizams and Adilshahs. You hear the burning of the indigenous people,
along with their dreams and their souls. You hear the destruction of the thousands of years of pride
and culture that predated this calamity.
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This makes you uncomfortable; you almost decide to leave. But just as you turn around, you notice
the soft voices of a few teenagers coming out of the temple in Raireshwar, chanting in unison, and it
stops you. Through all the noises, you can make out the voices of Tanaji Malusare and Sarjerao
Jedhe in their youthful energy amongst all the boys. But one stands out ever so significantly. As your
focus on the throne strengthens, you realize this one voice has a particularly strong connection to
this throne, and to the reason these 11,000 people, including yourself, have gathered here today.
You hear the chanting of an oath by the fire echoing through the walls of the temple. Following
those words, you then hear the chanting of Har Har Mahadev for the first time on the fort of Torna.
You see the Adilshahi flag descend and, in its stead, a Bhagwa flag fluttering at the fort’s top. You
see for the first time the face of the boy whose chanting voice you had heard at Raireshwar, clad in
his royal attire, carrying the spunk of his young men. You then hear that same war cry progressively
echoing in the walls of Kondana, Raigarh, Chakan, Purandar, and several other forts that were now
fluttering the Bhagwa flag on their tops instead of their preceding colonial ones. You see this boy
slowly turn into a man of serious inducement and determination, setting his course to redefine the
400 years of tumultuous history behind him. You feel happy and excited.

The throne continues speaking to you, its taIes,;_YBﬁﬂar the splattering of Afzal Khan’s intestines

at the foothills of Pratapgadh, and beside tﬁn this same man you had seen earlier, this time
wearing his tiger claws. You then hear the rpowy% i:fow? of 10,000 soldiers of the Khan, all of
whom had arrived with the ’!' - '
sole intention of quenching this man’s momentun‘L. You hear the Marathi iron slashing through the
colonial flesh, spilling the barbarian blood that catalyzed the dream of Swaraj. You then hear
Powadas singing the triumphs of this man and his people as they now walked with their chins held
high, no longer afraid of their indigenous identity. You hear roars of the three hundred lion-hearted
Bandals securing the valley against Siddhi Johar’s men with pure determination, and the last breath
Baji Prabhu Desphande ever breathed right after hearing the 5 canon firings from Vishalgadh. The
throne gets brighter as it speaks to you about this man and his conquests and strategies. You hear
the throne tell you about how this man freed his home from Shaista Khan, and how he brought hell
onto Surat. You hear men and women fearing him, loving him, respecting him, and fighting for him
unto their last breath. You hear the throne tell you tales of this man’s excursions in Surat, in Agra,
and his conquests at sea. You feel the cries of Tanaji Malusare, Murarbaji Deshmukh, Baji Prabhu
Deshpande, Prataprao Gujar, and all the thousands of mard marathe who could not be present here
today. You feel the voices of hopeless slavery transform into cries of a newfound light. You see the
flourishment of the indigenous dream, the songs, the music, the culture, the language, and the
people. You see a million faces smiling for the first time in 400 hundred years, with the love for
dharma and the smell of independence.
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Just as you are falling deeper into the tales of this throne, something snaps you out, and your gaze
turns away from it. As your gaze follows the carpet back to its origin, you notice a presence
emerging out through the horizon. As the presence grows stronger, you start feeling elated. And
then, for the first time, you see the man himself, alive in his purest form. The man whose tales you
were lost in. The reason you are here. You see him in his most beautiful attire, noticing his iconic
beard and mustache, his colorful jiretop, the Chhatra above him, and his eyes. The divine eyes that
speak transformative history. You feel the gaze of the 11,000 men, women, and children follow
him towards the throne. He is smiling with pure content and intention. You see him look at his
people whom he loves so much, and everything that he has created. From his distant eyes and
wistful smile, you notice him reminisce about all his people’s achievements.

You then feel the durbar go silent; all eyes locked onto him. And then, in its purest form, you hear
for the first time the words that would transform the course of this fort, of this land, of this country,
and of the world as we know it. The same words that would create a permanent stamp in the books
of history, proving the transformation of 400 tumult‘% torturous years, in a tenth of that time.

The words that turn the impossible into reality. ‘ ’ds that, for the next 350 years and counting,

would stand as a sigil of hope, dharma, str ou sness, and love. The words that would be

sung forever by the people of Maharashtr

WU IReR &g FoTady RigRdizaR

Swapneel Kulkarni

swapneel.kulkarni@gmail.com
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